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‘Spirit Lines’
The top reasons why black and brown communities go to emergency rooms
are asthma and respiratory-related illnesses, which are directly correlated to
transportation. Dr. Shelley Francis, co-founder of EVHybridNoire (above) and
co-found Terry Travis will have electric vehicles ready to test drive at the fifth annual
MLK Family Fun Day in Lot 6 from 12:30-4 p.m. at Tropicana Field Monday, Jan. 20.
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EVHybridNoire encourages
African Americans to buy
electric cars
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – Too
expensive. Not reliable. Don’t
want to be stranded. Electric
cars have long bore the stigma
of being out of reach and inconvenient. But along with the
new year comes a new approach to the future, and two
visionaries are working hard to
ensure a new way of thinking.
Terry Travis and Dr. Shelley Francis have turned years
of electric vehicle (EV) promo-

tion into a nonprofit organization that is taking the nation by
storm. EVHybridNoire is a national network of diverse electric vehicle drivers and
owners.
With a core group in the
Bay area, Travis and Dr. Francis are on a mission to amplify
and elevate the conversation
and adoption of clean transportation here in St. Petersburg.
With air quality being a
concern for those with respiratory issues, reducing vehicle

emissions is key to a healthier
lifestyle.
“It really affects every
organ in your body,” said Dr.
Francis. “It impedes brain development; it aggravates and
accelerates asthma, and impacts fertility.”
EVHybridNoire wants the
conversation to begin, especially in African-American
households. Travis feels
there’s a racial divide when it
comes to those affected by gas
dominant car emissions and
See ELECTRIC, page 4

Clearwater community paint project
encourages water-way conservation
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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CLEARWATER – On Jan. 20,
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, FYI
Community Partnership, Inc.,
will hold its third community
paint day along Martin Luther
King, Jr. Avenue, as part of its
“Murals along MLK” and “Reclaim the Drain” storm drain
mural projects.
The two mural projects were
conceived by FYI’s executive director Maranda Douglas, who
joined the organization as its
leader last March.
Douglas noted that it was a
2018 Community Assessment
that inspired the storm drain
mural project. The assessment
indicated that residents had a
concern about neighborhood
flooding, often related to im-

Maranda Douglas spread the word about the storm
drain murals at community events as well as holding
informational sessions, asking residents to submit ideas.
proper drainage due to garbage
and refuse in stormwater drains.
Douglas said her idea timed
out perfectly with the City of
Clearwater’s own Storm Drain

Mural Program. “It was just a
happy coincidence that the City
of Clearwater was also launching their Placemaking initiative,

Shamira Burton
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Shamira
Burton heard about the Cosmetology program at Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) while attending
Gibbs High School. After graduating in 2005, she quickly enrolled
in the program.
Burton’s desire to become a
cosmetologist helped her persevere through changes the cosmetology course was going through
while she was a student.
“It was difficult because it wasn’t very many people in the class.
There weren’t many clients coming in to practice on,” Burton recalled. “Then, for a while, we
went without an instructor; we
had a sub. That was around the
time when they shut down the
program, and we had to go to the
Clearwater campus.”
Burton stuck with it and became a licensed cosmetologist;
however, she now faced new obstacles. On top of becoming a new
mom, she found it hard to get people in the doors.
“It was hard trying to build
clientele, and I didn’t have the
mindset that I have now,” she said.
In her early 20s and lacking
that stick-to-itiveness, she decided
to go into the medical field after
only a year as a cosmetologist.
Eight years passed, and Burton
grew discontent.
“I always had a passion for
hair,” she said. “It was like one of
those light bulb moments. I realized I was in the medical field
longer than I wanted to be.”
During her time as a CNA and
a medical secretary, she never
stopped styling hair. Burton was
the go-to stylist for friends and
family.
“I wasn’t happy with what I
was doing. I knew I always wanted
to do hair, but I just wasn’t sure
how to get back into it.”

See PAINT, page 7
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Native American artist Helen Hardin featured
in ‘Spirit Lines’ at the James Museum
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The James Museum explores work by a brilliant
firebrand in the rich tradition of Native American art
in the exhibit “Spirit Lines:
Helen Hardin Etchings,” on
view through March 1.
The first featured exhibit by a female artist, the
etchings offer a profoundly
spiritual and visually exciting addition to the James’
mission of displaying the
beauty of the American
West.
One of the most recognized Native American
artists of the 20th century,
Hardin rose to a kind of
rock-n-roll stardom in the
early 70s, in a field largely
dominated by white males.
America’s “countercultural”
movement and ever-fickle
art world embraced Hardin
after she posed on the 1970
cover of New Mexico Magazine and was heralded as
bringing a “new look” to
Native American art.
It wasn’t all hype: the
James’ exhibit offers a dynamic sample of Hardin’s
unique and striking approach to depicting Native
American themes through
intricate, linear designs that
evoke the sense of “ordered, patterned” myth,
magic, and mysticism inherent in the natural world.
Born May 28, 1943, in
Albuquerque, N.W., Hardin
was raised among the Tewa
tribe in New Mexico’s
Santa Clara Pueblo during
her earliest years – her
paintings are signed in her
Tewa name, Tsa-sah-wee-

eh,
(“Little
Standing
Spruce”) honoring her first
language.
The
daughter
of
renowned Pueblo artist
Pablita Velarde, Hardin’s father Herbert, was an
“Anglo” police and public
safety officer — and Hardin
walked a tightrope between
the two cultures throughout much of her life.
Raised on the pueblo
until the age of four,
Hardin’s family relocated to
Albuquerque, where she
was brought up Roman
Catholic. Ensconced in a
more traditionally “Anglo”
coming-of-age experience,
she was schooled in a
mostly white environment.
As Hardin put it, she was
“Anglo socially and Indian
in [her] art.”
Already winning prizes
for her art by the age of six,
Hardin often accompanied
her mother to art shows
and cultural events and
started selling her work by
the age of nine.
While attending a
Catholic high school,
Hardin learned to use drafting templates, rulers, and
protractors, tools that
would later prove invaluable to her creative inspiration. Teenage years in
Arizona’s Southwest Indian
Art Project and architecture and art classes at the
University of New Mexico
also exposed her to new
techniques and influences.
As her interest in art
deepened, her relationship
with her mother became
difficult. Velarde, a traditionalist whose “flat style” of
painting was the Native

norm at the time, was not a
fan of Hardin’s more experimental art – and she
wanted her to go to business school rather than follow painting as a career
path.
When her parents divorced, Hardin’s father
moved to Bogota, Columbia. A relationship with a
high school sweetheart resulted in the birth of
Hardin’s daughter, Margarete, but when the father
became abusive, Hardin
fled with her daughter to
live with her father in Bogota.
It was during her time
in Bogota she found her
true style and unique voice;
a successful exhibit at the
American Embassy resulted in Hardin’s selling 27
paintings.
By the time she returned to the U.S. in the late
60s, she was ready to
branch out even further
with her unique vision —
combining familiar Native
themes and objects —
corn, women, chiefs, and
katsinas (or Kachinas,
heavenly messengers) –
with her intricate geometric
designs.
The meticulous nature
of her work, soon to become in extremely high demand, meant she worked
slowly, resulting in minimal
output. In 1980, she began
creating limited edition
prints of her work through
a complex copper etching
process. Diagnosed with
breast cancer a year later,
Hardin died in 1984 but left
behind a body of work revealing her visions, spiritual

WE’RE HIRING A YOUTH WORKER

roots, and internal questions.
In discussing her
Women Series, on view
now as part of Spirit Lines,
Hardin called one of the
three paintings, Changing
Woman, a “self-portrait”: “I
call
it
Changing
Woman...about every six
years I become aware of
myself as a woman, as a
person growing through
changes. I shift gears,”
Hardin explained.
Along with Hardin’s
work the exhibit includes
paintings by Hardin’s
mother, Pablita Velarde,
sculptor Tammy Garcia,
potter Sara Fina Tafoya,
and Hardin’s daughter,
artist Margarete Bagshaw.
The James Museum is
located at 150 Central Ave.,
St. Petersburg. Open daily
10-5p m., and Tuesdays
from 10-8 p.m.
For more information,
please call 727. 892-4200 or
visit thejamesmuseum.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

District Monitoring Advisory Committee
(DMAC) Meetings
The meeting dates and locations are as follows:
2019/2020 Meetings

Full-Time and Part-Time Positions Available
Responsible for guiding and supporting the educational,
emotional, and social development of youth ages 6 - 14.
DCF 40 hour child care training preferred.
High School Diploma or GED
with 2 years’ experience required.
Full-Time - 9:30 am - 6:30 pm /Part-Time - 11:30 am - 6:30 pm

Cover letter, resume, transcripts or Diploma to
Social@SanderlinFamilyCenter.org
by Wednesday, January 22, 2020
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Urban League sets annual meeting
at Center for Health Equity
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL), on
a mission to empower
communities and change
lives, will hold its annual
meeting for the 2019 program year at the Center
for Health Equity, 2333
34th St. S on Thursday,
Jan, 30 at 5:30 p.m.
Following the welcome from Rev. Watson L.
Haynes II, PCUL president and CEO and an invocation by Pastor Kenny
Irby of the historic Bethel

A.M.E. Church, Linda
Marcelli, chairperson of
the league’s board of directors, will issue her report to the assembled
directors, staff and interested members of the public who may attend.
A special announcement regarding “health
initiatives” is expected to
be made during the meeting, which will also see the
release of PCUL’s annual
report for 2019.
Other business during
the meeting includes a

nominating committee report from nominating
committee chair Dr. Kevin
Gordon about prospective
board members, and a financial report from Grant
McMillian, board treasurer.
Rev. Haynes will moderate a PCUL video presentation and provide a
community impact report
that complements his
president’s report.
The meeting is open to
the
public,
starting
promptly at 5:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, February 1, 2020
2:00 PM

Please join the Gibbs High School
Hall of Fame Committee
Celebration Honoring

Coach
Freddie
Dyles
Keynote Speaker: Coach Daniel Wright
For additional information please contact:
Ray Tampa (727) 900-3314
Minson Rubin (727) 321-9013
Pop Lancaster (727) 688-0841
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PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2020-2021
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Pinellas County is now accepting applications for FY 2020-2021 housing and community
development projects. Project funding assistance is available through federal, state and local
grant programs as outlined below.
Estimated FY 2020-2021 available federal funds are:
$ 2,664,396
$ 2,067,227
$ 206,284

Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Program Income
HOME Investment Partnerships Program Entitlement and Program Income
Emergency Solutions Grant Program

Confirmation of 2020 federal grant funding levels has not yet been received. Funding levels
identified above are subject to change. The County expects final Federal funding levels to
be released on or before October 1, 2020.
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): The Federal Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, provides Federal Community
Development Block Grant funds for projects that promote the development of viable, urban
communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded
economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate-income (LMI).
The County anticipates having approximately $1,500,000 in CDBG funding available for
new project proposals for the following types of eligible activities which fall within the
priority needs identified in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) affordable housing development and preservation (2) public facility construction and improvement projects which
serve low- to moderate-income areas and citizens or special needs populations, including
the homeless within the County’s jurisdiction; (3) public infrastructure projects in targeted
areas and special districts; and (4) service and operation activities which serve low- to
moderate-income areas and citizens or special needs populations, including the homeless.
Pinellas County encourages innovative and sustainable design to include photovoltaic
energy systems (solar), energy and water efficient and environmentally sustainable features
that incorporate green building standards.
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME): Title II of the Cranston-Gonzales
National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, provides HOME funds for
affordable housing activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable
housing for rent or homeownership.
Pinellas County is in a consortium with the City of Largo and anticipates having
approximately $1,600,000 available for affordable housing activities. The City of Largo
receives a portion of the HOME funds as part of the Consortium and allocates funds to
housing activities.
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG): The Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act), amending the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act, provides ESG funds for addressing the needs of homeless people
in emergency or transitional shelters to assisting people to quickly regain stability in
permanent housing after experiencing a housing crisis and/or homelessness.
The County anticipates having approximately $190,000 in ESG funds available for new
project proposals for the following types of eligible activities: (1) homeless prevention/rapid
rehousing; (2) shelter operations; and (3) shelter renovations. The ESG emergency shelter
component funding is intended to help improve the number and quality of emergency
shelter for homeless individuals and families and to help operate the shelters.
Application Information: Applications will be accepted through the County’s online
application. The link to the online application portal is available on the County’s website
at www.pinellascounty.org/community/nofa/executive.htm Applications became available
on Monday, January 13, 2020.
Application Due Date: 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 14, 2020
Applications must be submitted through the online application portal and in “Application
Submitted” status, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, February 14, 2020.
Selection of activities is based on a competitive process according to, but not limited to, the
following criteria: activities must be consistent with the County’s Five-Year Consolidated
Plan priorities and have approval of the local jurisdiction in which the activity is located;
conceptual soundness of the project; financial feasibility of the project; applicant’s
demonstrated ability to implement and administer the project; applicant’s ability to meet
and maintain compliance with applicable federal, state, and/or local regulations; community
development value (cost versus community impact); demonstrable positive impact on the
community made apparent through accountable performance metrics; engagement of
residents or businesses meeting Section 3 requirements.
Additional Federal, State and Local Funding: Pinellas County also anticipates receiving
approximately $250,000 in program income through the Neighborhood Stabilization
Program (NSP) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2020.
In addition to Federal housing funds, approximately $2,200,000 from the State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $100,000 in program income
from local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds will be available for affordable housing
programs.
Affordable Housing Programs and Activities: Pinellas County funds housing programs
on an ongoing basis using available CDBG, HOME, NSP, SHIP and HTF funding. These
programs include housing development, down payment assistance, owner-occupied housing
rehabilitation, and housing services such as homebuyer training, and foreclosure prevention
counseling.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at any time
during the year. Housing Development activities include the preservation and/or production
of affordable rental housing developments, mixed income rental developments and housing
development for homebuyers.
Information about the County’s housing and community development programs is available
at: http://www.pinellascounty.org/community/Builders-Developers.htm.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County
(all unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg, Clearwater,
Largo, Pinellas Park and Belleair Shore). HOME funds must be used to benefit residents
of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG funds must
benefit the homeless or those at risk of homelessness located outside the city limits of
St. Petersburg. SHIP and local HTF funds must be used to benefit residents in the County
(all unincorporated and all incorporated areas).
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Electric cars race to be the new norm
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wants to bring electric
vehicles to the table as a
viable option.
“This is an important
conversation to have in
our communities,” said
Travis, who acknowledges few folks are
aware of the health effects of gas emissions.
“It’s not just about the
technology of the vehicles or cool cars; it’s the
fact that in black and
brown communities the
number one reason that
we are going to emergency rooms are asthma,
respiratory-related illnesses, which are directly correlated to
transportation.”
The organization focuses on spreading the
word about the positive
aspects of owning an electric vehicle, price, and
long-term affordability
being just another positive
aspect of owning a nongas-guzzler. Fully electric
cars can be purchased
used for as little as $7,000
and, in the long run, can
save owners who are no
longer dependent on the
whims of those in charge
of raising gas prices.
There are also no oil
changes, brake pads, or
spark plugs to worry
about, and with no engine,
maintenance is at a low.
With roughly one million cars on the road, electric
vehicles
are
becoming a permanent
fixture. Although there is
adequate charging infrastructure
nationwide,
studies have proven there
is a discrepancy in available charging stations in
rural areas and black
communities.
Although EVHybridNoire is having those conversations with local
companies such as Duke
Energy and city hall,
Travis states that current
cars can travel an average
of 250 miles without needing to recharge.
“You could actually go
a week or sometimes two
weeks without charging
your car depending on
your driving habits,” he
said, pointing out that oftentimes drivers feel they
are
covering
more
ground in their cars than
they actually are.
Also, most EV owners,
according to the num-

bers, find it easy to
charge at home or while
out having dinner or a
movie.
According to chargehub.com, a website dedicated to helping EV
owners find available
charging stations all over
the nation, St. Petersburg
has roughly 135 stations,
with 84 of them offered
free to the public.
EVHybridNoire
is
partnering with Duke Energy and will be downtown on Monday for the
34th annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Dream
Big Parade. Travis and
Dr. Francis will be participating along with their
members.
Various electric vehicles will travel the parade
route providing the opportunity for those not familiar
with EVs to witness firsthand the models available.
Drivers will be representative of the African-American community.
“One of the reasons
were doing this is so people can see more people
who look like them, so
they can see it as a viable
option,” said Travis.
After the parade, an
array of vehicles from the
lower to the higher end will
be available at Tropicana
Field at the fifth annual
Family Fun Day to those
25 and older to test drive.
Travis hopes to draw
interest with single
moms, teens, extended
family members and retirees. Education on the
benefits of electric transportation from public
health to lower cost of
ownership and conven-

ience will be offered at
the event as well.
Not only will electric
vehicle owners be there
to offer insights firsthand
into the positive aspects
of owning an EV, but
Duke Energy will also be
on hand to discuss their
energy-saving programs,
such as the best times to
charge vehicles.
“We want to do more to
really get this ramped up,”
explained Travis. He wants
African Americans to be
frontrunners in the talk
when it comes to building
supportive infrastructure
and purchasing vehicles.
“If no one is talking to
our communities, we’re
going to be left out of that
conversation,” he said.
Travis believes there
are economic opportunities to be had and input
that could benefit predominately black neighborhoods if those who live
there become involved.
“If charging infrastructure is to be built
out, why not include
those individuals that
have had the burden of
the worst air quality and
have been hit the worst?”
An Eventbrite page is
available to sign up for the
Ride & Drive at Tropicana Field. It all takes
place immediately after
the parade in Lot 6 from
12:30-4 p.m. There will be
a wide variety of EVs
available with price points
starting at eight thousand
dollars.
Go to drivethefutureseries.com for more information and to get your
name on the test-drive
list.
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Intelligggence plus
p
charracter —
that is th
he goal of true education.
– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

St. Petersburrg College honors the
legac
g y of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
by providing exxcellence in education
and inspirring service to others.
SPC is a placee where opportunities
are endles
l s, hope is never def
d fer
e red
and dreams come true.

spcollege.edu
St. Pettersburg College is committed to equal access/equal opportunity in its programs, activitie
es, and employment.
For additional information visit www.spcollege.edu/eaeo/.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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Building a powerful black media based on human rights
BY ROGER CALDWELL
On Point Media Group

NATIONWIDE — It is
now 2020, and black-owned
media in America is struggling to stay alive, and
many in mainstream media
believe black media is not
necessary.
“Black ownership is
dying,” said Armstrong
Williams, whose Howard
Stirk Holdings owns seven
of the black-owned commercial television stations.
“Newspaper ownership,
radio ownership – but it’s
probably hit TV the hardest.”
To invest in the mainstream media business and
be successful, it is almost
necessary to be a billionaire
in the giant cable business.
African Americans don’t
come into the media business with a fortune, and
many of the longtime
media moguls have consolidated their companies.
This means that billionaires
decide who will be hired,

and 88 percent of them are
white males.
In the news business,
there are 15 billionaires like
Rupert Murdoch, Michael
Bloomberg, Jeff Bezos and
others, who control several
of America’s influential national newspapers, magazines, local papers and
online publications. It is evident that there is a coordinated system in the
American media, and the
big boys decide who they
will allow to play.
There is a lack of diversity in American media, and
only six percent are minority. Some experts say there
are no television stations
owned by blacks in America, and others say there
are 10, but the numbers are
terrible. Many of the
African Americans only
own a certain percentage of
their television station, and
very few blacks own their
own shows.
The Hispanic-own networks, such as Telemundo
and Latin Business Today,

find themselves in a better
financial situation than
blacks. Telemundo is
owned by a major mainstream media company, but
they have more control.
Where is the blackowned media, and how will
there be more diversity in
mainstream media and television?
In 2020, African Americans must build coalitions
and force the billionaires’
media companies to hire
more blacks in decisionmaking positions. Black
media companies must
hold mainstream media
companies accountable for
their terrible numbers, and
demand everyday more
positive black stories.
Blacks must also be at the
table when public companies make decisions about
local television stations.
Black
organizations
across the country must
unite from coast to coast,
and demand more diversity
across ethnic lines. In
Africa, there are billionaires

who can invest in projects,
causes, and television
shows because they are sitting on fortunes. Everyday
blacks must shop-black,
and the community must
think black.
Entertainment Studios
Network owned by a black
man, Byron Allen, a comedian, television host, and
entrepreneur, has sued
telecommunications giants
Comcast Corp and Charter
Communications. They
have refused to distribute
his shows on their stations
while launching scores of
mostly white-owned shows
on their networks.
Allen said his stations
and shows are 100 percent
African-American owned,
operating seven television
channels.
Allen issued a statement, “This case is not
about African Americanthemed programming, but
is about African American
ownership of networks. Unfortunately, the networks
Comcast refers to as

African American-owned
are not wholly-owned by
African Americans, and did
not get any carriage until I
stood up and spoke out
about this discrimination
and economic exclusion.”
It is no accident that
there is only a hand full of
black TV stations and very
few
African-American
owned media companies,
and that is because of
racism and discrimination.
There are very few black
TV networks because the
billionaires decide who is
allowed to work.

On every level, there is
a need for more black
media companies, more
hosts, reporters and more
in decision-making positions. African Americans
must organize, sue mainstream media in their city,
county and state, and demand more black stories
and images.
In 2020, blacks are
building powerful media
companies, but we must
continue to fight. We must
organize, unify, build coalitions and work with African
billionaires.

Pinellas Technical College participates in Signing Day
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Just as colleges around the
nation ready for outstanding student-athletes to commit to their athletic
programs, so do technical

colleges when preparing
for students pursuing a career in technology and
skilled trades.
Both campuses of Pinellas Technical College invite

you to participate in our
third annual National Technical Letter of Intent Signing Day from 11-1 p.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 20.
For north county students, the event will be held
on the Clearwater campus
at 6100 154th Ave. N and
south county students will
attend the St. Petersburg
campus at 901 34th St. S.
National Technical Letter of Intent Signing Day
highlights the college’s
commitment to helping students gain the skills necessary to compete for
occupations that are in high
demand.

Students join their
peers to commit to their future technical program
pathway by signing a Letter
of Commitment to Pinellas
Technical College. These
students are committing to
attend once they have completed their high school careers.
Pinellas Technical College is one of more than 40
colleges around the country hosting signing day ceremonies on Feb. 20.
Each high school senior that attends the National
Technical Letter of Intent
Signing Day will be
awarded a $200 tuition

scholarship, and students
that complete a brief essay
when registering will be
considered for a $500 tuition scholarship.
Please RSVP and complete the tuition scholarship
application
at
http://bit.ly/PTCSigningDay2020 or by visiting
www.myptc.edu.
We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, February 20, 2020, at 11 a.m.!
For more information
Clearwater campus:
For more information,
contact Dr. Dallas Jackson
at 727- 538-7167 ext. 2086,
or email him at jack-

sonda@pcsb.org.
St. Petersburg campus:
For more information,
contact Chris Blackwell at
727-893-2500 ext. 2620, or
email
him
at
blackwellc@pcsb.org.
About Pinellas Technical College
Pinellas Technical College’s emphasis is on postsecondary
education,
focusing on more than 40
exciting career areas and
close to 60 programs. We
also offer continuing education courses and commercial training services
through our Industry Services Department.

Proud Pinellas Technical College graduate
BURTON, from front page

One day she had
enough. Burton inquired
about her expired license
and found she only
needed to take a short
exam and pay to get it renewed. She never looked
back.
Three years into her
second career as a cosmetologist, things are booming. She found a mentor
that taught her how to
build clientele and continues her education any
chance she gets.
“Whatever I feel like I
need to do to boost my
knowledge such as cutting or coloring classes, I
make an effort to attend,”

she stated. “I believe in always learning and developing yourself. Education
is very important to me.”
Fortunately for Burton, she just so happened
to land a job with a shop
owner who teaches continuing education classes.
For the last few years,
she’s been working under
Consuelo Mackey-Perry,
owner of Tabatha Exquisite Touch Salon, located
at 1614 Central Ave., St.
Petersburg.
“When I got back into
the industry, I had a
whole different mindset. I
believe in myself a lot
more.”

With a few more years
under her belt, she realized that if you’re not following your passion,
you’re doing a disservice
to yourself. She also
found that 12-hour days in
the medical field are a lot
longer than 12-hour days
in a salon.
“I really enjoy hair,”
she concluded.
For those of you who
are wondering about the
Cosmetology program on
the St. Petersburg campus, it is alive and well. In
2016, the campus unveiled a brand-new stateof-the-art salon to the
public. The close to

$300,000 renovation ensures students are working
with
industry-standard equipment.
As for Burton, she offers a variety of services
such as color, cut, braids,
crochet, natural hair, sewins, lashes and eyebrows.
About the Cosmetology program
The Cosmetology program is a 1200-hour PELL
eligible course that is featured on both the St. Petersburg and Clearwater
campuses. Students are
prepared for employment
as cosmetologists with eligibility for Florida State

Shamira Burton (standing) with shop owner
Consuelo Mackey-Perry.
Licensure.
For more information
on the more than 40 programs offered at PTC, visit

myptc.edu or call 727-8932500 in St. Pete and 727538.7167 in Clearwater.

Pinellas County School news
District proposes donating vacant lot to Habitat for
Humanity for PCS employee
The home would be sold to a district employee and
be built by students and district staff. The 50’ X 112”
lot sitting vacant since 1970 is large enough for a 1,200square-foot single family home. The agreement would
require Habitat to use the district’s students currently
enrolled in programs such as Building Construction,
Plumbing Technology, Electricity, etc., as well as district employees during non-work hours to design and
construct the home.
Pinellas graduation rate ranks at the top among
Florida’s 10 largest school districts
Pinellas County Schools is once again celebrating
a record-high graduation rate for the 2018-19 school
year. According to the official report just released by
the Florida Department of Education, the district’s
graduation rate rose to 88.44 percent, up 2.44 percentage points from last year’s record high, and more than
16.5 percentage points since 2013.
Snow Day at Jamerson Elementary
Douglas L. Jamerson Elementary will bring more than
10 tons of snow for students to enjoy on Friday, Jan.
17. The annual event is sponsored by the school’s Parent-Teacher Association and celebrates the work of

students during the first semester of school. Students
can participate in snowball throwing, snowman making, snow painting, igloo making, Florida snow making, exploring the Penguin Zone, and more. Great
Explorations will be attending the event giving students the opportunities to make Florida Snow and
build igloos from giant blocks.
Application time for Choice, Kindergarten and
PreK
The application period for Pinellas County Schools
Magnet, Fundamental and Career Programs is Underway! Apply now through 5 p.m. on Jan. 17
at https://reservation.pcsb.org for Pinellas County
Schools magnet programs.
All applications are assigned a random number, so
it does not matter whether you apply early or late during this period. Please give yourself plenty of time in
case you have questions during the application
process.
Student Assignment staff will also be available during normal business hours, from 8-4:30 p.m., Monday
through
Friday.
For
more
information,
visit www.pcsb.org/Choice or contact Student Assignment at (727) 588-6210.
Apply soon for Pinellas County Schools prekinder-

garten programs
Pinellas County Schools offers a free VPK program for four-year-olds for three hours a day. They also
offer a prekindergarten for three-year-olds.
The application period for Pre-K for three-year-olds
and Voluntary Prekindergarten is Jan. 20-31. During
the application period, families can apply online for
programs
next
school
year
at https://reservation.pcsb.org.
Parents will need to log back into the district’s Student Reservation System Feb. 24 to March 6 to accept
an invitation. Links to additional information are available at www.pcsb.org/early.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be three years old
on or before Sept. 1, 2020. For information about PreK 3, call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184.
VPK is for children who will be four years old on
or before Sept. 1, 2020. Parents interested in VPK also
need a Certificate of Eligibility from the Early Learning
Coalition.
To get the certificate, visit the Early Learning
Coalition website at http://elcpinellas.net/register-forvpk. If you have questions about the certificate, call
727-400-4411. For information about VPK, call 727-5886513.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020

7

Highlights from upcoming ReadOut Reading Festival
If you missed the first
two ReadOuts, another
chance to attend this
unique festival of lesbian
literature comes again Friday, Jan. 31 through Sunday, Feb. 2, at the Gulfport
Public Library. This year,
ReadOut is bigger than
ever, with 23 featured authors scheduled to read
from their works and engage with an audience of
readers and writers.
Saturday, Feb. 1 –
Tampa Bay’s acclaimed
author Sheree L. Greer
will deliver the keynote
“Why Our Stories Matter.”
Among her many
achievements, Greer, who
teaches writing at St. Petersburg College, is the

author of two novels, “Let
the Lover Be” (a Rainbow
Award Finalist) and “A Return to Arms.” Greer’s
work has been featured in
literary journals, magazines, and anthologies,
and her most recent work
“Bars” was nominated for
a Pushcart Prize.
Her talk begins at
10:30 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 1 –
Nia & Ness excavate what
it means to be an out,
black lesbian couple
through poetry and dance
Black, lesbian, dancerpoet performance art duo
Nia & Ness will perform
their
newest
work,
“home” at Gulfport’s
Catherine Hickman The-

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints
and Happy New Year All.
I pray you are starting
the new year out with joy
and peace that surpasses
all understanding.
I might as well continue this series because it
appears as though we are
losing the battle to bring
truth to the forefront because many are fighting us
at every turn.
Galatians 1 Amplified
Bible (AMP)
1 Paul, an apostle (not
commissioned and sent
from men nor through the
agency of man, but
through Jesus Christ—the
Messiah—and God the Father, who raised Him from
the dead), 2 and all the
brothers who are with me,
3 Grace to you and peace
[inner calm and spiritual
well-being] from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ,
4 who gave Himself [as
a sacrifice to atone] for our

sins [to save and sanctify
us] so that He might rescue us from this present
evil age, in accordance
with the will and purpose
and plan of our God and
Father—
5 to Him be [ascribed
all] the glory through the
ages of the ages. Amen. 6
I am astonished and extremely irritated that you
are so quickly shifting your
allegiance and deserting
Him who called you by the
grace of Christ, for a different [even contrary] gospel;
7 which is really not another [gospel]; but there
are [obviously] some [people masquerading as
teachers] who are disturbing and confusing you
[with a misleading, counterfeit teaching] and want
to distort the gospel of
Christ [twisting it into
something which it absolutely is not].
8 But even if we, or an
angel from heaven, should

ater at 8 p.m. Tickets to
the show are available online at niaandness.bpt.me,
or they may be purchased
in-person at Beach Bazaar,
in Gulfport.
Sunday, Feb. 2 –
Sheree L. Greer to lead
ReadOut 2020 writer’s
workshop
Where can you attend
a three-hour writing workshop led by a Pushcartnominated author and not
have to blow an entire paycheck? The ReadOut 2020
writing workshop at the
Gulfport Library from 9noon is your golden opportunity!
Tampa author and St.
Petersburg College writing professor Sheree L.

Greer will lead a writer’s
workshop titled, “You are
the Protagonist: Using
Your Experiences to Create Compelling Fiction
and Non-Fiction.”
Greer describes “You
are the Protagonist” as a
program that asks writers
to “deeply consider the
power of their own personal challenges and triumphs
in
crafting
compelling fiction and
non-fiction. The interactive
workshop features exercises in memory-mining,
exploratory free-writing
and reflection-based revision. Writers will also have
an opportunity to share
their work.”
Participants are asked

Sheree Greer
to bring writing materials
and an adventurous, positive attitude.
To see the full schedule of ReadOut 2020
events, go to gulfportreadout2020.bpt.me. Registration for the free events is
not required, but you can

Nia & Ness
register there to get event
reminders.
Funding for ReadOut
2020
was
provided
through a grant from the
Florida Humanities with
funds from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Battle Scars: When the church
wounds their own, Part 9
preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we
[originally] preached to
you, let him be condemned
to destruction!
9 As we have said before, so I now say again, if
anyone is preaching to you
a gospel different from that
which you received [from
us], let him be condemned
to destruction!
TOXIC
CHURCH
LEADERS
They rarely demonstrate the fruit of the
Spirit. Paul notes those
specific attributes in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control. You
won’t see them much in
toxic leaders.
They seek a minimalist
structure of accountability. Indeed, if they could get
away with it, they would
operate in a totally autocratic fashion, with heavy,
top down leadership.

They expect behavior
of others they don’t expect
of themselves. “Do as I say,
not as I do.”
They see almost everyone else as inferior to
themselves. You will hear
them criticizing other leaders while building themselves up.
They
show
favoritism. It is clear that
they have a favored few
while they marginalize the
rest. We call it a “click”.
They have frequent
anger outbursts. This behavior takes place when
they don’t get their way.
It’s not a pretty sight
watching a grown man
have a temper tantrum,
comical, but not pretty.
They say one thing to
some people, but different
things to others. This is a
soft way of saying they lie.
They seek to dismiss
or marginalize people before they attempt to develop them. People are

means to their ends; they
see them as projects, not
God’s people who need
mentoring and developing.
They are manipulative. Their most common
tactic is using partial truths
to get their way.
They
lack
transparency. Autocratic leaders
are rarely transparent. If
they get caught abusing
their power, they may have
to forfeit it.
They do not allow for
pushback or disagreement. When someone
does disagree, he or she
becomes the victim of the
leader’s anger and marginalization.
They surround themselves
with
sycophants. Their inner
circle thus often includes
close friends and family
members, as well as a host
of “yes people.”
They communicate
poorly. In essence, any
clarity of communication

the disconnection between
communities and leadership.
“People who live here
want to be involved in
change, but they haven’t
been successful at creating
amicable relationships with
people of support,” she acknowledged. “That’s where
FYI creates a bridge. We
serve as someone to sort
through the details, push
projects along, and advocate for the community we
serve.”
Douglas said she was
also inspired by “the resounding messages of
hope, unity, and a better
community that I found in
the drawings from the
mural meetups.” In Douglas’ view, projects such as
the Murals along MLK
project are vital because it
gives the community a
chance to be seen.
“Oftentimes, projects
like these are done in or
near high traffic/tourist
areas. It also gave the community a chance to be
heard and be hands-on in
making their requests
come to life. Our goal is to
be in constant contact with
those who will be directly

impacted by our work; this
dynamic project has proven
to be a great way to support
all of these things. “
Douglas also hopes the
project will allow local
artists and activists who are
involved to launch their careers and gain more recognition. Two such artists
who have so far been involved
are
Khadija
Charleston, who has been
the artist bringing initial
community ideas to life
through her chalk outlines,
and Aliyah Van Duyne, a
young videographer who
has been documenting the
project.
Douglas invited community members to come
out to help paint the storm

would reveal their autocratic behavior, so they
keep their communications unintelligible and obtuse.
They are self-absorbed. In fact, they would
unlikely see themselves in
any of these symptoms.
Yes, toxic leaders are
the distinct minority of
Christian leaders. But they
can do harm to the cause
of Christ disproportionate
to their numbers. And they
can get away with their behavior for years because
they often have a charismatic and charming personality and let’s not forget
the “pretty preaching” or
hooping they have made
their mark with.
I figure this is a bit
much to chew on this
week so I’ll leave it at this
for the week.
Till next week,
Blessings,
Bishop-Elect Dr. Robert
Harrison

Painting storm drains on MLK Day, Monday, Jan. 20
PAINT , from front page

which has made our project
easier to execute,” she
noted.
On the MyClearwater.com website, it explains: “The water that
flows through Clearwater’s storm drains goes directly into the Gulf of
Mexico or Tampa Bay
without treatment. Therefore, messaging to prevent
the disposal of waste in
storm drains is pivotal to
maintaining safe, clean
oceans and beaches.”
Through the city’s project, any group, whether
school, community, church
or nonprofit, can propose
designs. Once the city approves the design, it will
provide free traffic safety
vests, traffic cones, stencils,
Sherwin Williams ProPark
traffic paint, paintbrushes
gloves, tarps and additional
items for the project.
The city’s projects so far
had mainly focused in the
downtown area, but with
FYI’s project spanning
along Martin Luther King,
Jr. Avenue from South
Greenwood (Lake Belleview) into North Greenwood, the “Murals along
MLK” project became the

first to focus on beautifying
and addressing water conservation in the black community.
Douglas spread the
word about the storm drain
murals at community
events as well as holding informational sessions, asking residents to submit
ideas. Working with a
handful of volunteers and
10 to 15 community members – including parents
and children – on Nov. 22,
2019, FYI held its first paint
day, creating murals at
storm drains around Belmont Park.
A few weeks ago, the
second paint day created
murals on storm drains
around the historic Plumb
House Museum.
Douglas has scheduled
two more storm drain
mural paints for this year,
including MLK Day’s paint,
which will focus on storm
drains around the United
Way/police substation at
1310 N Martin Luther
King, Jr. Ave. There is a
final paint day scheduled
next month.
Douglas has continued
to search for funding. While
the city pays for supplies,

FYI covers all community
presentation expenses, including advertising, refreshments, and office
supplies for the nonprofit.
There are also two larger
projects coming up.
After the storm drain
murals are completed,
Douglas is launching a
“Painted
Intersections”
Project, which will paint a
large mural right on the intersection of Woodlawn Avenue and South Martin
Luther King, Jr. Avenue
this spring.
The intersection mural
will be followed by two
more murals on buildings
along Martin Luther King,
Jr Avenue.
But because FYI will
need to hire professional
artists for these projects,
funds must be raised to pay
for them and whatever additional material their creations demand.
While it’s been hard
work – Douglas has completed the lion’s share of
the work promoting,
fundraising, and communicating about the event
alone – it’s also been informative. Douglas says
she learned much about

drains on MLK Day, Monday, Jan. 20, as well as come
to share their ideas for the
design for the final paint
day project on Feb. 24.
“At both events, we
have invited the potential
artists for the painted intersection to come out and get
acquainted with the community,” she noted.
For more information,
contact Maranda Douglas
at 727-315-3069, or email
her at admin@fyicp.org.
You can also visit them on
Facebook.com/FYICP, or
visit their website at fyicommunitypartnership.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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Shorecrest Preparatory School 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
35+ BOOTHS INCLUDING:
Robotics Demonstrations
Hands-on Technology Exploration
Design and Engineering Challenges

Mad Scientist Games
Individual and Group Arts Activities
Dedicated Preschool Area for Young Children

* We love furry, four-legged friends, but they are not allowed on campus. Please keep pets at home.

FEATURING

Wonder Studio

SPONSORED BY

Admission is free with the donation of
a canned good or personal hygiene supplies
benefitting the St. Pete Free Clinic.

Hosted at

For more info or to RSVP visit www.stpetesteamfest.com
or call 727-522-2111.

RA
AT
TES AS LOW AS

2.75% APR*

REFI & RIDE
SAY YES TO A LOWER PAYMENT
• New purchase or reﬁnance
your current auto loan

• Easy process with no
application fee

• We offer great rates for
motorcycles, boats and RVs

• Quick approvals, often
the same day

Call 727.431.7690 or visit reﬁandride.com
Reﬁnancing is subject to credit approval by Achieva Credit Union. Additional terms and conditions apply
such as vehicle age, mileage, value and debt ratio. Auto APR=Annual Percentage Rate and is based on loan
term, credit and collateral qualiﬁcations. For a 2019 model yearr,, A loan amount of $10,000, a term of 36
months, a 730 credit score, an APR of 2.75%, your monthly payment would be $290.04. Floor rate 2.75%. If
you choose to reﬁnance your loan with Achieva Credit Union, we may be able to reduce your APR. Howeverr,, if you choose a loan term that is longer than the term left on your current loan, you will pay interest over
a longer period of time and the overall cost of the loan may be higher. Rates are subject to change without
notice. Reﬁnance terms available for Non-Achieva loans only. Membership qualiﬁcations apply.
Insured by NCUA.
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Through our Eyes: Midtown and Beyond exhibit thru Jan. 29
ST. PETERSBURG –
The opening night of the
Through Our Eyes: Midtown and Beyond photo
exhibit was as a success
as students, parents and
the community spent
the evening at Studio@620 in downtown
St. Pete.
This 15th annual exhibit showcased 100
photos, multimedia and
newspaper pieces from

journalism students at
Melrose Elementary,
John Hopkins Middle
and Lakewood High
schools. This year’s
events included a poetry/spoken word performance, gallery hours
during Second Saturday
Artwalk and A Taste of
the City event, featuring
samples of dishes from
various local eateries.
During the Jan. 10

opening reception, students
interviewed
Mayor Rick Kriseman
and Louis Murphy, Jr.,
Gibbs High School’s
head football coach and
former Tampa Bay Buccaneer.
The community can
view the student’s work
at Studio@620, 620 1st
Ave S, St. Petersburg,
through Jan. 29.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Trust GOD
Trust GOD when trials come your
Trust GOD when you are weary and
way and your heart forgets to pray; He it seems all hope is lost; JESUS lived and
is always there no matter what, and He died to set you free, and in Him you will
have to hold.
will make a way.
Trust GOD, because His grace and
Trust GOD when you are troubled
mercy keep showing up for you; He sees
and know that the enemy is near; you’ll that you are faithful and you know His
experience GOD’s mercy and deliver- promises are true.
ance and will have no more fear.
Trust GOD, because He has a master
Trust GOD who guides and directs plan only for you; your prayers and
your path when your journey tries to steadfast obedience are the instruments
break you; the faith and trust you have HE gave to you.
in JESUS, will be your armor and see
Trust GOD and experience the joy
you through.
that He has given to you; your peace and
strength are testimonies that trusting
Trust GOD to heal your mind and GOD will forever see you through.
body and give comfort to your soul;
JESUS knows the truth about you and
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
your faith in Him will never grow old.
and lean not unto thine own understanding.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
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When Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite,
heard of it, it grieved them
exceedingly that there was
come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.
But when Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite, and
Geshem the Arabian, heard
it, they laughed us to scorn,
and despised us, and said,
What is this thing that ye
do? will ye rebel against the
king? Nehemiah 2:10; 19
The new year brought a
new series for the first
quarter of 2020 from Pastor
Brown entitled ‘In 20’. Sunday’s message asked the
scripture text: ‘What should
we look out for that might
stop our momentum in 20’?
The text introduces us to
the characters which give
us answers to the question,
‘Sanballat the Horonite’,
‘Tobiah the Servant and the
Ammonite’ and ‘Geshem
the Arabian’.
With these names Pastor Brown expounded on

these three things we need
to look out for in ‘20’ that
might stop our momentum.
The first thing we are to
look out for is Sanballat.
Sanballat’s name refers to
‘an enemy in secret’. In ‘20
Your Past Will Come Up.
We should remember that
all of us have a past and
there may be those in our
present who want to remind us of our past. In
spite of this we must keep
in mind that our past is dependent upon our present
activity.
Only we can
change our past and it’s up
to us to overcome our past
by changing what we do in
our present. The second
thing we are to look out for
is ‘Tobiah’ and where Tobiah was from ‘Ammon’.
Tobiah means ‘good’ and
Ammon means ‘hidden
one’. In ’20 Your Pride Will
Come Out. We were reminded that pride is in all of
us and can get the best of
us. Pride has the potential
to wreck our future. Pride
can make us think we have

Pastor’s Corner
something to prove. We
can give people all the facts,
but they still draw their
own conclusions. Jesus is
the only one to affirm our
lives. Lastly, we need to
look out for Geshum.
Geshum means ‘rain’
which can bring unexpected problems. In ’20
Some Problems Will Come
In. Problems know all of
us. We can’t stop the rain
from falling but we can
make preparation for the
rain. Problems come with
life, but we can be grateful
that we serve a God who
knows how to manage
problems. No matter what
the problem may be, God is
able to do all but fail. We
need to stop fighting problems and give them over to
God.
We invite you to begin
your Sunday mornings
with us in Sunday School at
9:30 a.m. and worship service at 10:45 a.m. Weekly
bible studies are held on
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Peace is not in pieces!
“For God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of
the saints (I Corinthians
14:33).”
Peace is your divine
birthright as God’s offspring.
It is God’s desire that you live
a happy, healthy, prosperous,
and peaceful life. Pay attention to the people and activities that cause you to
experience peace. Also, observe the times when you
feel confusion, chaos, and
contention. At times, to remain in a peaceful state you
may have to remove yourself
temporarily from people and
situations that appear to be
negative to allow you to regroup. In other instances,
you may have to permanently
disconnect from people and

situations that are constant
disruptions to your peace.
Jesus, as Wayshower, encountered a young man who
appeared to be one big ball of
confusion (Mark 5:1-20). The
young man often cut himself
and had fits of rage. He was
suicidal and made several attempts to drown and burn
himself to death. While his
friends and family loved him,
they were no longer able to
help him; therefore, he lived
in the tombs by himself.
Jesus, the king of peace, had
enough internal peace that
he helped the young man be
free from his internal chaos
and discover his personal
inner peace (John 14:27).
Peacemaker is one of the
terms that the scriptures use
to describe you as God’s

child (Matthew 5:9). As a
peacemaker, you may be
called to be the meditator in
personal relationships and
professional situations. Allow
the peace of God which
passes all understanding to
exude from your presence
and to change the atmosphere around you (Philippians 4:7).
Reflection Question –
What are the perceptions,
thoughts and beliefs that are
underlying the disruption of
your peace?
Commitment Activity –
Make a 24-hour commitment
not to argue with anyone.
Share your opinion when
asked but avoid trying to convince someone else of your
viewpoint.
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